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In the darkest hour of political Islam religious Islam
has been able to achieve some of its most brilliant
victories. (!

(1) Philip K. Hitti, Historyof the Arabs , p. 475.
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The mystics, whether as individual missionaries or
(later on) as members of organized brother hoods,
were the leaders in the task of conversion among the
pagans and the superficially Islamized tribes. The
most successful missions were often those of
co-nationals of the tribesmen, uncouth, illiter ate,
and crude though many of them were. They laid the
foundations upon which in later generations the
refining influences of orthodox law and theology
could be brought to bear. It was mainly due to them
that through successive centuries the religious
frontiers of Islam were steadily extended in Africa, in
India and Indonesia, across Central Asia into
Turkestan and China, and in parts of South-eastern
Europe.(®
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2) Hamilton A. R. Gibb, Mohammedanism: An Historical
Survey, p. 10.
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But while the conflict to maintain the Muslim ideals
preserved the spiritual and intellectual life of Islam
from stagnation, the legists were fighting on the
whole a losing battle. The fault lay partly in
themselves, that the more scrupulous were loth to
hold any religious office under the Sultans and, in
rejecting public service, left the field to their more
time-serving and less scrupulous brethren. While the
purity of their motives may be respected, their
withdrawal weakened their power to combat
effectively the vices which were taking firm root
amongst the governing classes in every province of
the Muslim world. The middle classes in general, on
the other hand, accepted-if they did not always live
up to-the Islamic ideal, and as time went on both
they and the theologian-legists were more and more
per meated by Sufi influences. Thus one may say,
with some little exaggeration, that in the Muslim
world, concealed by common outward profession of
Islam, there were two distinct societies living side by
side and interacting to some extent but in their basic
principles opposed to one another. (!

2 &ln/ J(W’;yﬂufuéd/kf"é Jﬁ)}fi’i uju«‘_,».”
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(1) Hamilton A. R. Gibb, Mohammedanism: An Historical

Survey, p. 11.
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The expansion of the Ottoman Empire in Asia and
North Africa and the establishment of the Mughal
Empire in India in the sixteenth century brought the
greater part of the Muslim world once more under
the gover nment of powerful and highly centralized
civil States. A marked feature of both Empires was
the strong emphasis laid on Muslim orthodoxy and the
Sacred Law; Church and State were not indeed
unified, since the military and higher civil polity was
constructed on independent non-lslamic lines, but

buttressed one another by a sort of concordat that
endured into the nineteenth century.("

U Sar ol s bk 38 U 3 0 B8 sl 27
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(1) Hamilton A. R. Gibb, Mohammedanism: An Historical
Survey, p. 12.
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Yet of the two channels of Muslim religious life the
mystical was the broader and deeper. The
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries saw the
apogee of the Sufi brotherhoods. The greater orders
spread a network of congregations from end to end
of the Islamic world, while smaller local orders and
sub-orders grouped the members of different classes
and occupations into compact communities. Apart
from this, Islamic culture in both Empires lived on
the heritage of the past, preserving, but scarcely
adding to, its intellectual patrimony. The primary
task to which its representatives felt themselves
called was not to expand, but rather to conserve, to
unify, and to stabilize social life on Muslim standards.
Within these limits, the measure of unity which they
achieved and the social stability which they
maintained was indeed remarkable.(!)
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(1) Hamilton A. R. Gibb, Mohammedanism: An Historical

Survey, p. 12.
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The most basic cultural fault line between the west
and Islam does not concern democracy-it involves
issues of gender equality and sexual liberalization."

cu.'f‘;c STt J’JKM d/c«)@ 8’&5 Gk e b//"/ﬂ(ﬂ/'”

(1) Ronald Inglehart, Pippa Norris, Sacred and Secular:
Religion and Politics Worldwide, p. 155.
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------ The social values of gender equality and sexual
liberalization could plausibly lie at the heart of any
"clash” between Islam and the west. The analysis of
these social attitudes reveals the extent of the gulf
between Islam and the west, with a stronger and
more significant gap on these issues than across most
of the political values. (")
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Islam (is) personal piety and worship of God in a

framework of revealed universal ethical principles

which are to be implemented in human life. - Islam

in its personal pietism and Quranic ethical
universalism is meant to do this.?

¢ Sl 61 a L st G613 Gt
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(1) Ronald Inglehart, Pippa Norris, Sacred and Secular:
Religion and Politics Worldwide, p. 149.

(2) David Marquand, Ronald L. Nettler, Religion and
Democracy, pp. 53-54.
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(1) Maxime Rodinson, The Western Image & Western Studies
of Islam in Joseph Schacht & C. E. Bosworth, eds., The
Legacyof Islam, p. 9.

(2) Albert Hourani, Europe and the Middle East, p. 9.

(3) Southern R. W., Western Views of Islam and the Middle
Ages , p. 28.

(4) John L. Esposito, The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality? p.
43.
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(1) Southern, R. W., Western Views of Islam and the Middle
Ages , p. 31.

(2) Stephen Humphreys, R., Islamic History: A Framework for
Inquiry, p. 250.

) John L. Esposito, The Islamic Threat, p. 37, 38.

) Runciman, S., A History of the Crusade, p.54
(5) John L. Esposito, The Islamic Threat, p. 38.

) Bosworth, CE., 'The Historical Background of Islamic
Civilization' in R.M. Savory, ed., Introduction to Islamic
Civilization, p. 25.

(7) Ira Lapidus, A Historyof Islamic Societies, p. 330.
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Better the turban of the Turk than the tiara of the
Pope. (!
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(1) Arthur Goldschmidt Jr., A Concise History of the Middle
East, p. 132.

(2) Paul Coles, The Ottoman Impact on Europe, p. 146-47.

(3) Albert Hourani, Europe & the Middle East, p. 10.

(4) Southern, R.W., Western view of Islam & Middle Ages, p.
2.

(5) Jack G. Shaheen, The TV Arab, p. 4.
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(1) Edward Saeed, Covering Islam: How the Media and the
Experts Determine, How we see the rest of the World, p.
51.

(2) Amos Perlmutter, Islamic Threat is Clear and Present,
Insight on the News, Feb. 15, 1993.

(3) Michael Suleiman, The Arabs in the Mind of America, p.
2.

(4) Fred McGraw Donner, The Early Islamic Conquests, p.
269.

(5) Bernard G. Weiss and Arnold H. Green, A Survey of Arab
History, p. 59.

(6) Marshall G S., Hougson, The Venture of Islam, vol. 1, p.
235.

(7) John L. Esposito, The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality, p.
32.
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The days of Islam’'s cultural conquests, it would
seem, are over. It can win back lapsed adherents,
but has no resonance for the young people of Berlin,
Tokyo or Moscow. (")
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(1) Fukuyama F., The End of History and the Last Man, pp.
45-6.
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Of all the world's great men none has been so much
maligned as Muhammad. For centuries Islam was the
great enemy of Christianity. (1)
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The Life of g/ (Sir Wiliam Muir).s % -
:‘Lt’mgufMahomet

All authorities agree in ascribing to the youth of
Mahomet a modesty of the deportment and purity of
manners rare among the people of Mecca.(2)

A oo o € i E S 58116 ek
“Fledyfon UL L2 B3 (i b
e el s 7 (Sir Wiliam Muir)/}:fﬁﬁ/

A patriarchal simplicity pervaded his life. His custom
was to do everything for himself. He disliked to say
no. If unable to answer a petition in the affirmative,
he preferred silence. He was not known ever to
refuse an invitation to the house even of the
meanest, nor to decline a proffered present,
however small.. ..He shared his food, even in times
of adversity with others, and was sedulously

(1) Watt Montgomery Watt, Muhammad, Prophet and
Statesman, p. 231.
(2) Sir William Muir, The Life of Mahomet, vol. I, p.14.
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solicitous for the personal comfort of every one
about him A kindly and. benevolent disposition
pervades all these illustrations of his character.(1)
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e L:’aguﬁMuhammad and his Followers

He enjoyed a high character among the citizens and
nothing stands against his name.(?)
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The Life of (" §/(Emile Dermengham) f‘”éﬁﬁ o
e L“JufMuhomet

(1) Sir William Muir, The Life of Mohammed, p.512.
(2) P De. Lacy Johnstone, Muhammad and His Followers, p.
51.
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Mahomet's youth has been chaste.(

e AL A e B2 () £

Mahomet's house was a model of conjugal happiness
and domestic virtues; Khadija made an ideal wife for
Mahomet, who was the best of husbands. This man
remained faithful to one wife much older than
himself for a quarter of a century.®

GCrEUEn Und A e Ginit S () 7
= U}/z}:"q b3 s uﬁgd}: dlf" d/(ﬁj{ﬁ)f (P u;;))éjé
Pt ..g.jdy&u?gzé UUlos T_& i A
“.fd’z&(uﬁ/; I e s bs
Muhammad .,«CJ/@' (D.S Margoliouth) J:Jf/ ool S
= t;,ﬂu: and Rise of Islam

Ever since the taking of Mecca the prophet had
worked as hard as the most industrious of sovereigns,
organizing expeditions, giving audience, dispatching
ambassadors, dictating letters, besides hearing
plaints, administering justice and inter preting law.
He worked continuously, allowing himself no day to
rest. Always ready to hear and take advice, whatever
the subject, he kept all the reins in his own hand:
and till his death managed both the external and
internal affairs of the vast and ever-growing
community which he had founded and of which he
was both the spiritual and temporal head. In later
times a whole hierarchy of deputies was established

(1) Emile Dermengham, The Life of Mahomet, Tr . by Arabella
York, p. 52.
(2) Emile Dermengham, Life of Mahomet, p. 52.
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for the purpose of discharging those duties.(!)
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But amid all the duties of a general, legislator,
judge, and diplomat, the prophet did not neglect
those of preacher and teacher: his advice was

demanded on all possible questions, the occasions
were few on which he failed to give it.(@
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(1) Margoliouth, D. S., Mohammad andRise of Islam, p.448.
(2) Mar goliouth, D. S., Mohammad and Rise of Islam, pp.
463-464.
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PRSI (19710
Another of those domestic scenes is somewhat
different in character.Abu Bakr and 'Umar knock at
the Prophet's doors and at first cannot obtain
permission. When they are admitted they find the
Prophet seated gloomily silent with his wives around
him. They had been asking for household supplies
which the Prophet cannot provide. 'Umar, hoping to
cheer the Prophet, narrates how his wife had been
demanding money, and he had replied by a sound
blow on her neck. The Prophet; exploding with
laughter, explains that his wives were equally
impor tunate. The two friends wish to try '‘Umar’s
expedient with their respective daughters. This the
Prophet does not permit, but he gives his wives the
.choice of quitting him if they prefer the present
world. A'isha declines the offer, and the others
follow suit. (!
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(1) Margoliouth, D. S., Mohammed and the Rise of Islam, p.
418.
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The good sense of Mohammad despised the pomp of
royalty; the apostle of God submitted to the menial
offices of the family; he kindled the fire, swept the
floor, milkked the ewes, and mended with his own
hands his shoes and his woolen garment. Disdaining
the penance and merit of a hermit, he observed
without effect or vanity, the abstemious diet of an
Arab soldier. On solemn occasions he feasted his
companions with rustic and hospitable plenty. But in
his domestic life many weeks would elapse without a
fire being kindled on the hearth of the Prophet. The
interdiction of wine was confirmed by his example;
his hunger was appeased with a sparing allowance of
barley bread, he delighted in the taste of milkk and
honey, but his ordinary food consisted of dates and
water . (1)

ST S S AL AL RANLC )P
(1) Edward Gibbon, The Decline and Fall of the Roman
Empire, vol. 2, p. 694.
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History of the ..k:"ju:l (Gustav Weil) /s &fﬁ”u"z
= L“aﬁuﬁ Islamic Peoples

Mohammad set a shining example to his people. His
character was pure and stainless. His house, his
dress, his food, these were characterized by a rare
simplicity. (")

M EN S F5 e oit L L U1 L (g7
dil/ JW'@JJ (6 sl & JKU'_L;’ 0;4_15’ o/’.‘@
di’i u(fig» r/’/l ¢ s+* (Edward Freeman) ¢* §/ 354/
el w2 Sy 2y

He reared no palace for his own honour by the side of
the temple which he recovered to the honour of God.

(1) Gustav Weil, History of the Islamic Peoples, (Tr. by S.
Khuda Bakhsh), p. 27.
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The city of his fathers, the metropolis of his race,
the shrine of his religion, was again deserted for his
own humble dwellings among those who had stood by
him in the days of his triall Muhammad was now
spiritual and temporal ruter. (!

e P S0 U S L (S )bl Ut
e\ TE e S L Js o L&)
WL Ll L §ehm s it £ i 2 L)
LA =L FUTE R L sl Ui
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¢»? Ut (Encyclopedia Americana) <§ /1 | i #41
:Qﬁofa’gn L/uy bl uCCJ L}/rﬁg:‘ (//'
His Personality was strong and dominant, but his
domestic life was as simple as his frugality at meals.
He was kind and generous, a tender father and a
loyal friend. Even at the height of his power he lived

in a miserable hut, slept upon straw and his pillow
was made of palm-leaves covered with leather .2

ﬁjd/u’dg-u}djbg e N it s W Fe b s S 1
e It PG IR A RN
AT 5 BT ) & rns oy Ll S
% -L/ﬁ;)‘ij.‘.’ “Uf&;u_,g,; u’:LnLn/?Zw/(L L
Vg b b KR £ A Kl LAp ot IF

(1) Edward A. Freeman, History and Conquests of the
Saracens, p. 36-37.
(2) The Encyclopedia Americana, 1947 Edition, vol. 19, p.
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e t’du/ui' Muhammedanism

In the possession of the kind and generous affections
of the heart, and in the performance of most of the
social and domestic duties, he disgraced not his
assumed title of apostle of God. With that simplicity
which is so natural to a great mind, he performed the
humblest offices whose homeliness it would be idle
to conceal in the pomp of diction; even while lord of
Arabia, he mended his own shoes and coarse woolen
garment, milked the ewes, swept the hearth, and
kindled his fire. Dates and water were his usual fare
and milk and honey his luxuries, when he traveled,
he divided his morsel with his servant. The sincerity
of his exhortations to benevolence was testified at
his death by the exhausted state of his coffers. ()

flé/}l 3/:'{;*'%'42 o/'foU}{:@/ul UW;UQJ) K’
e LTSy e L e U s 1 P
Séoddnide L epoe Sy oy
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wd L e U BEk e Wos
2392 Kugi-&/u/ Y4 d/u’l) &;i Lvslz !
Qs s e ST Sy e S Sz
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(1) Charles Mills, Historyof Mohammedanism, p. 39.
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His simple foods were dates and barley bread, milk
and honey were occasional luxuries.. Courteous to
the great, affable to the humble, Dignified to the
presump tuous, indulgent to his aides, kindly to all
but his foes - so his friends and followers describe
him. He visited the sick and joined any funeral
procession that he met. He put on none of the pomp
of powers, rejected any special mark of reverence,
accepted the invitation of a slave to dinner, and
asked no service of a slave that he had time and
strength to do for himself. Despite all the booty and
revenue that came to him, he spent little upon his
family, less upon himself, much in charity.("

Jla::/' K);”/:lwu- Z né/?(ju JK/:'U}/%WMVJU'”
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.{/’Uﬁ J bw uﬂfgu/‘a.l.go)te :L/@)?Juyb 0 &
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(1) Will Durant, The Age of Faith, p. 173.
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The Empire of "/ (Sir John Glubb) — cl -
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The Prophet never accumulated wealth nor even
made use of the most elementary comforts. His food,
his clothing, his house and its furnishings were simple
in the extreme, even when ample money was
available if he had been interested in it.(!)

ST LT G152 22 G $ )
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U< The Arabs —i? d’ (Bertram Thomas) U ¥ £/«
o

He was a man without pride, without ostentation,
without cant, not a mealy-mouthed man but a strong
just man, and works that he died in debt, some of his
belongings in pawn with a Jew-among them his only
shield for which he obtained three measures of meal.
Mohammed despised pomp and lived an utterly
simple life..- He lived in great humility, performing
the most menial tasks with his own hands; he kindled
the fire, swept the floor, milkked the ewes, patched
his own garments, and cobbled his own shoes. There
was an essential Puritanism in his system.(®

(1) Sir John Glubb, The Empire of the Arabs, p. 54.
(2) Bertram Thomas, The Arabs, p. 65-66.
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....his habits were so simple that even in the last days
in Medina, when he governed Arabia, he mended his
own clothes and cobbled his own shoes. His piety was
sincere and unaffected. (")
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History of the &+ (1 (Philip K. Hitti) (7L b
= L“aﬁui‘Arabs

Even in the height of his glory Muhammad led, as in
his days of obscurity, an unpretentious life in one of

(1) Saunders, J. J., Historyof Medieval Islam, p. 34.
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those clay houses as do all old-fashioned houses of
present- day Arabia and Syria. He was often seen
mending his own clothes and was at all times within
the reach of his people. The little he left he
regarded it as state property.“)
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e Lﬁ»ﬁuﬁ Expansion of Islam

His life was very simple and primitive. He never
assumed the garb of an eastern potentate. He was
always accessible to his followers. @

SEE L G E S FE snl S S S
‘:f@/gbz d/uyg)ﬁi U= jc}’-z—/)uj%)
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e bk

To an American or English or Japanese Muslim,
Mohammed's life suggests something primitive,
something in the order of an anchorite. It is as

(1) Philip K. Hitti, Historyof the Arabs, p. 120.
(2) Wilson Cash, W., The Expansion of Islam, p. 14.
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unimaginable as that of Jesus to the average
Christian.("
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(1) Bodley,R.V.C., The Messenger: The Life of Mohammed, p.
195.
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